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Rogue Valley students get surgical technology training
By Vickie Aldous of the Daily Courier

Rogue Community College and its partners are announcing strong early success and preparing to accept the
next batch of students to become surgical technologists, also known as operating room technicians.

Last year, RCC teamed up with Linn-Benton Community College and Providence Medford Medical Center to
bring a surgical technologist training program to Rogue Valley students.

The program filled up before the 2025 application deadline, RCC said.
This year, the application period runs from May 18 to June 18 for classes that start this fall.
Due to the program’s competitive nature and strong early interest, RCC is encouraging prospective students to

finish prerequisite coursework in advance and apply early when the application window opens.
During the two-year program, students participate in in-person labs at RCC, do hands-on clinical training at

Providence Medford Medical Center and take online classes through Linn-Benton Community College.
Carl Nelson, a member of the first batch of surgical technologist students, said the partnership opened up a

career pathway for people in Southern Oregon who couldn’t relocate to get the training.
“The faculty have been incredible; the more you invest in the program, the more you get out of it,” Nelson said

in a statement. “It opens real doors at medical facilities in the area, and I think I can speak for my fellow students
when I say it's been an incredibly fruitful experience for all of us.”

The first group of students is now completing their first year, gaining experience through simulated surgical
labs and operating room clinical rotations, RCC said.

Providence Medford Medical Center leaders said the program is strengthening the local health care workforce
pipeline.

“Before this partnership, there was no local pipeline for surgical technologists. This collaboration allows us to
grow our own workforce while maintaining the high standards of care our community expects,” Kate Kitchell,
chief nursing officer for the hospital, said in a statement.

Graduates of the accredited program earn an associate’s degree and are prepared to take the Certified Surgical
Technologist exam. They enter a field with strong regional and national demand, RCC said.

Nationwide, the median annual pay for surgical technologists was $30 an hour or $62,480 per year in 2024,
according to the latest data from the federal Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Projected job growth is rated above average, the bureau said.
Duties of surgical technologists can include preparing and sterilizing surgical equipment, bringing patients to

and from operating rooms, washing and disinfecting incision sites, passing instruments and supplies to surgeons,
setting up robotic surgical equipment, handling specimens and bandaging incision sites, according to the bureau.

RCC said before applying, students must complete required prerequisite courses, which may include anatomy
and physiology, medical terminology, writing, math and other foundational health sciences coursework. The
courses are offered through RCC and are designed to prepare students for the rigor of the surgical technology
curriculum.

More information about prerequisites and the application process is available at
www.roguecc.edu/SurgicalTech.
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