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RCC's surgical technology program addresses local
healthcare needs
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JACKSON COUNTY, Ore. — The new surgical technologies program at Rogue Community
College (RCC) has shown early signs of success. The program, which began in the spring of
2025, helped introduce an Associate of Applied Science degree to RCC. It is the first surgical
technology program in the Rogue Valley.

The program is in partnership with Providence Health, where students participate in labs
and gain hands-on experience assisting surgeons. It aims to address Oregon’s critical need
for a stronger healthcare workforce. The program was also created in partnership with
Linn-Benton Community College, which provides online instruction courses for students
and and issues their degrees.

RCC’s Dean of Health and Public Service, Rusty Riis, said the program is in high demand for
local medical students.

“This program hasn’t existed in southern Oregon, so we accepted our
students this last spring, and it was full. It filled up before the application
deadline... and next year, we're going to double that amount. So, the
pipeline into our local healthcare industry is going to be rapidly evolving
to help meet that need that the local hospitals and surgery centers have.”

According to Riis, the high cost of providing these programs acts as a barrier for many
southern Oregon institutions, which is why the partnership with Providence and Linn-

Benton Community College has been so beneficial.

Riis also said that RCC may create similar programs in the future for other high-demand
healthcare professions.
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