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Expanded transportation education
program in the works for RCC students
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GRANTS PASS & WHITE CITY, Ore. — Students at Rogue Community College (RCC) will have

more opportunities when it comes to pursuing education in transportation technology. Along with
expanding on the curriculum, the board of education approved the construction of new facilities

in Josephine and Jackson counties.

Through the expanded transportation education program, students will gain real world
experience, hands on training and more. It will help prepare them for in-demand careers in
automotive, diesel, fleet and other related transportation fields.

RCC said the community is facing a shortage in the transportation industry. They said skilled
automotive and diesel technicians, who make up a large portion of the current workforce are
reaching retirement age. RCC Dean of Instruction for Applied Technology & Visual Arts, Steve
Phelps said,

“There’s not enough people in the workforce right now. There [are] empty bays in some of our
dealerships, they’re not being fully utilized, and we also know that these jobs that people can get pay
them more than a living wage. A living wage is an antiquated standard we used to go by, we're
looking for thriving wages.”

Construction for the new facilities at the Redwood and Table Rock campuses are planned for
this Spring and a Fall 2027 implementation of the expanded program is in the works.



