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First Friday brings new work, special events

JULIE ANDERSON / Daily Courier
The Grants Pass Museum of Art just opened its current show “Garden of Delights” featuring the works of
well-known local artist Betty LaDuke, 93, who is expected to be at Friday’s reception.

By Kathleen Alaks of the Daily Courier

The days are getting longer, and the nights are getting warmer, the perfect formula for a stroll
through downtown Grants Pass or Ashland for first Friday visits to galleries showcasing new art
exhibits.

Venues will be open from 5-8 p.m. on Friday, unless otherwise noted. Here are some highlights:

In Grants Pass

e The Grants Pass Museum of Art, upstairs at 229 S.W. G St., is showcasing Jackson County artist
Betty LaDuke in an exhibit titled “"Garden of Delights,” which includes some art from the prolific artist’s
long ago past as well as new work.

“She compiled an amazing exhibit for the museum and is even exploring new media — like bronze
and carving stone,” says museum director Hyla Lipson. “At 93, she’s an inspiration for all.” LaDuke’s
work is on display through March 28.

Also, in the museum library, is an interactive exhibit by BASE Southern Oregon and Grants Pass
Remembrance that tells the story of the 1955-1956 Montgomery bus boycott, complete with bus seats
painted by BASE youth.

“There are footprints all through the exhibit that lead the way to the story....[Exhibit organizers]
want to carry forward the legacy of courage, collective action, and dignity,” Lipson says.

LaDuke will be at the museum for Friday’s reception, along with Rogue Community College students
who will be offering chair massages.

LaDuke also will share insights into her creative process and the stories behind her work at a free
talk at the museum on Saturday at 2 p.m.



