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Last-minute hopefuls for county offices emerge as filing 
window closes for primary 
By Chris Bristol of the Daily Courier 

 

The filing deadline Tuesday for the May primary revealed an electoral tale of two 

counties in the Rogue Valley. 

In Josephine County there are no fewer than 16 candidates for two seats on the Board 

of Commissioners, whereas Jackson County has four candidates — and they won’t even 

face off until November. 

That’s because races are partisan in Jackson County. Incumbent Commissioners Rick 

Dyer and Colleen Roberts are running unopposed as Republicans, while challengers Lyndi 

Reichenbach and Isabella Lee Tibbetts are running unopposed as Democrats. 

Jackson County Sheriff Nathan Sickler drew no opponent, nor did County Clerk Chris 

Walker. 

In Josephine County, every single race but one is being contested. Unlike Jackson 

County, none of them are partisan, at least not technically. 

County Legal Counsel Wally Hicks is the one Josephine County incumbent without an 

opponent. The only full-time elected county counsel in the state, he has held the position 

since unseating Steve Rich in 2014 and has never been challenged since. 

All other incumbents at the county level have an opponent, starting with County Clerk 
Rhiannon Henkels, who has two: Kris Kirby, a recent California transplant, and Darius 

Englen, a legislative aide to state Sen. Noah Robinson, R-Cave Junction. 

Both challengers are active in the Josephine County Republican Party, with Englen 

currently serving as vice chair. Neither has any experience overseeing elections, one of 

the most important functions of the county clerk. 

County Treasurer Dustin Calvo also has two challengers: Alexis Smithey, owner of a 

Grants Pass flower shop, and also former Josephine County Commissioner Simon Hare. 

In the news last year after a brief but controversial stint as the county’s budget officer, 
Hare’s entry into the race substantiated a rumor that he was going to switch from the 

commissioners race to treasurer. 

Hare and Smithey are seeking to unseat Calvo, an appointee who stepped in last year 

when the newly elected treasurer, Mark DeYoung, stepped down after only a few months 
on the job. A retired banker, DeYoung unseated longtime incumbent Eve Arce at the 

behest of the Republican Party after Arce drew the ire of then-County Commissioner John 

West. Arce was a workhorse in a job that also requires technical expertise, and DeYoung 

lacked experience on a treasurer’s complex duties. 

Like Hicks, Sheriff Dave Daniel also is seeking a fourth term. Unlike Hicks, he has an 

opponent, albeit a familiar one: Jonathan Knapp. A former sheriff’s sergeant from 

Arizona, Knapp has run twice against Daniel and was easily defeated both times. 

Then there is the cavalcade of candidates for the county commission. 

Commissioner Colene Martin, an appointee, has six opponents, starting with two former 

commissioners — Andreas Blech and John West — who left office but are now attempting 

comebacks. 

Blech, twice appointed to the Board of Commissioners but never elected, resigned in 
December 2025 in the face of a recall campaign. West was ousted from office in a special 

recall election in December 2024. 

Also seeking the position are Tracy Thompson, a former Democratic candidate for the 

Oregon Senate in 2024, Corey Wilson, who listed himself as a small business owner, 
Konnor Kirkpatrick, a thrift store operator and contractor, and Alicia Louise Dove, a 



Louisiana transplant who listed herself as an employee of a food truck called Drip’n 

Chik’n. 

Martin’s fellow appointee on the Board of Commissioners, Gary Richardson, surprisingly 

did not file for election, leaving the race for Position 2 wide open among no fewer than 

nine candidates. 

Those candidates are, in alphabetical order: 

• Michael A. Burdge, small business owner and Air Force veteran. 

• Matt Eide, finance and HR consultant. 

• Bill Ertel, a retired lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army, self-employed real estate 

agent and longtime member of the Williams Fire District. 

• Chad Hansen, a developer affiliated with Edgewater Christian Fellowship and business 

partner with Hare in a company called Patriot Solutions. 

• Mark Jones, a retired firefighter, president of the new Mid Rogue Fire District, and 

chair of the county rural planning commission. 

• Indra Nicholas, small business owner, member of Rogue Community College Board of 

Education and a Grants Pass city councilor. 

• James Rafferty, owner of a hardware store in Selma. 

• Mark Seligman, a Selma landscaper. 

• Matt Spurlock, an employee of the Josephine County Food Bank. 

Ertel is a past candidate for local office, most recently the Three Rivers School Board in 

2025, while Rafferty and Seligman are also repeat office-seekers. 

At the state level, Rep. Dwayne Yunker of House District 3 is being challenged in the 
Republican primary by Seth Benham, a small business owner in Grants Pass and member 

of the City Council. 

No incumbent state legislators in Jackson County received a primary challenge, 

although most will have an opponent from the opposite party in November. Rep. Emily 
McIntire, R-Eagle Point, didn’t draw an opponent in the primary or the November general 

election. 

The lone exception to all the peaceability in Jackson County is a dogfight for Senate 

District 3, where five candidates filed as Democrats for the chance to succeed Jeff Golden 

as the party’s nominee. 

The five Democratic candidates vying to replace Golden, who is retiring, are 

(alphabetically) Jim Crary, Denise Krause, Cristian Mendoza Ruvalcaba, Tonia Moro and 

Kevin Stine. 

The winner in the primary will then face off against Republican Brad Hicks in November. 

——— 

Reach city editor Chris Bristol at 541-474-3716 or cbristol@thedailycourier.com. 

 


